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September 2020 
 
Dear Parents, 
 
THANK YOU BARLEY SHEAF PARENTS!!!  I want to take a moment to thank you and recognize all you 
have done to help with the positive start to the school year.  Even though we all would prefer to be here 
in person, you have truly partnered with us to help make the best of a challenging situation. 
 
I appreciate how all of you have kept up to date with what is going on by reading our emails.  I know this 
because, despite technology glitches, students are signing into their virtual classes regularly. 
 
As indicated in Dr. McGann’s email, we are trying to get students back to school soon. There are many 
challenges with in-person learning, but I am confident that the Barley Sheaf community is up to meeting 
them.  Please read the rest of this letter for important information of what is to come and what you 
need to know. 
 
1.  HEALTH SCREENING REQUIREMENT: 

When we move to the in-person hybrid schedule, parents of students coming into school MUST 
complete a student health screening form each and every morning from their Parent Portal.  
Screening must be completed by 8:00am each morning.  Failure to comply with this screening 
will cause your child to be kept out of class until we can contact you and have the screening 
completed. 
 

Written directions are HERE. 
Step-by-step visual instructions are HERE. 

 
We plan to have a test run of parents logging on and submitting a Covid screen for their child.  
You will receive a separate email with details as we get closer to the start date.  

 
2.  HYBRID SCHEDULES AND COHORTS (A/B or Virtual): 

Prior to the hybrid schedule starting, your child’s teacher will share with you which cohort your 
child has been assigned to and his/her new schedule.  Please know that NO changes can be 
made to cohorts.  In order to ensure social distancing guidelines required in classrooms, we 
cannot move students and unbalance class composition numbers. In the hybrid model, your 
child’s teacher will teach reading, writing and math in person (or virtually if you have chosen all-
virtual learning) one week.  The week they are not in school, students will have a live teacher via 
Zoom for a morning meeting, Science or Social Studies, and Related Arts instruction. They will 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1P8VLpUBRtsK2Jhb53t-ek_GVNe_HoJbHPhRlgY-eb2o/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1hMdXin7-Rv0p98ep_0ndDfmidgtth2ZrW7_JulvwaVQ/edit?usp=sharing
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also meet with their homeroom teacher at the end of the day for Fundations(K-2), Word Study 
(3-4) and/or Math instruction.  

 
3.  NEW ARRIVAL PROCEDURES: (Please read carefully!) 

For parents dropping students off in the morning, you can continue to drop off in the front of 
the school from 8:30-8:50am between the coned areas.  Please drive up and let your child out 
curbside only. Kindergarten students will enter their classrooms directly from curbside.  Grades 
1 and 2 will come in the front door and Grades 3 and 4 will come in from the side door (across 
from the Kindergarten playground) so that they are closest to their classrooms.  All students 
should be dropped off curbside between the coned areas.  Staff members will be posted to 
assist and help students enter the appropriate doors.  At this time, no parents can enter the 
building. 

 
4.  NEW DISMISSAL PROCEDURES: (Please read carefully!) 

In order to maintain social distancing, dismissal procedures have changed.  We need your 
cooperation and patience to keep the students safe.  Pick up will no longer take place in the 
cafeteria or gym lobby.  Both walkers and students for parent pick up will be dismissed from the 
lobby in the front of the school.  During the first few days of dismissal, staff members will be 
present to hand you a special rear view mirror sign with your family's name on it.  We ask 
parents to place this special sign on their car mirror so that we can efficiently have your child 
ready for dismissal and help them get into your car. Children will be called to the front foyer and 
brought to your vehicle.  Parents must stay in their cars at all times and remain in the car line 
unless directed to proceed by a staff member.  Pick up will start at 1:15.  Please be patient with 
us as we work to keep everyone safe and socially distant. 

 
5. MASKS: 

All students and staff must wear masks.  Students are expected to wear a mask when riding the 
bus or entering the school.  Gaiters should not be worn in place of masks.  Masks should have 
ear loops and fit your child properly.  Masks breaks will be provided by the teacher (and only 
when six feet of social distance is in place.)  Also, please be sure that your child dresses so that 
they can be comfortable outside each day and that they wear sneakers to school for daily 
PE.  We will be trying to provide opportunities for students to get outside for PE each day, as 
well as lunch and instruction when possible. 
 
 

Thank you in advance for your help following our new procedures.   Your cooperation will help to 
maintain student safety and maximize the time students have with their teacher.  We are looking 
forward to seeing your children soon.   
 
Sincerely, 
Karen Gabruk 
 
 
 
 
 


